PACKET: PREPARING FOR IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT ACTION
This packet was prepared by Gorge activists who are concerned about changes in immigration enforcement policies. It is
not intended as legal advice. It is intended to help people understand and prepare for immigration actions that may
occur. No one can predict the future. We do not want to cause alarm or fear. We urge everyone to discourage rumors.
This packet is meant to help us all to be prepared. Be prepared, but don’t assume the worst will happen.

Contents:

1. General information in this document
a. Information about attorneys and legal consultation
b. Red card(s)
c. Information about reporting a raid or detention.
d. Links for the documents from public websites included in this packet.
2. Other documents in the packet
a. Family Preparedness Plan
b. Preparing for an arrest or detention.
c. “Avoiding Fraud in Immigration Legal service.”
3. Fliers from public websites included in the packet
NOTE: The organizations that publish this material say that the fliers do not offer legal advice. This packet also
does not offer legal advice. You must talk with an attorney to be sure of your exact situation and of local laws.
Links to these fliers are at the end of this document.
a. “Know Your Rights”. The American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) flier in this packet explains what to
do in specific situations – stopped by police, stopped in your car, taken into custody and others.
b. “ICE Home Arrests – Protect Your Rights”. The Immigration Defense Project (IDP) poster goes into
more detail about what to do if Immigration comes to your home. It can be posted on or near the
front door, and there is space for a bystander to make notes about what occurred. It can be
printed as an 11 x 17, but it also prints on letter size page.
c. “Know Your Rights. Everyone has certain basic rights, no matter who is president”. The National
Immigration Law Center (NILC) offers a general review of constitutional rights that apply to
everyone, including immigrants. It includes practical advice on how to exercise those rights.
d. A flyer from the National Education Association (NEA) and the Mexican American Legal Defense Fund
(MALDEF) about bullying at school
Attorneys and Legal Consultation
• IMPORTANT. If possible, consult an immigration lawyer to review your specific situation and to
understand options.
• In the Gorge, go to Immigration Counseling Service (ICS) website and fill out form for appointment
http://ics-law.org/immigration-counseling-services.php
• In Goldendale, can use ICS services or Northwest Immigrant Rights Project (NWIRP)
https://www.nwirp.org/. For the Granger office phone: 509.854.2100 Toll Free: 888.756.3641
• American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA) has a good search tool to find a private immigration
lawyer with the expertise you need http://www.aila.org/about/immigration-lawyer-search .
• For non-profit attorneys and advocates groups, use the Immigration Advocates website.
https://www.immigrationadvocates.org/nonprofit/legaldirectory/
• Protect yourself from fraud. Only a licensed attorney or accredited representative is authorized
and qualified to assist you with your immigration case. A Notary Public is not an attorney and is not
qualified to assist you. See the information sheet “Avoiding immigration legal service fraud”.

Red Card(s)
•

•
•

The red card is for you to show to the person who is arresting you, detaining you, or processing your
paperwork. It says that you intend to remain silent, wish to speak to an attorney, and will not sign
any documents until you have spoken to an attorney – that you are exercising your constitutional
rights.
Carry one in your car, one in each family member’s wallet, and have one handy at your front door.
You can download a version of the red card to your phone from United We Dream
http://unitedwedream.org/thank-deportation-defense-card-handy-phone/. However, you should
also carry a card in your wallet, since your phone battery may not last or your phone may not be in
your possession.

If arrested or detained, be prepared to repeat your red card statement often. Practice now. Learn the words.

Reporting a Raid or Detention
•
•
•
•
•

Call the attorney or advocate who is handling your family member’s case
In the Gorge, call Immigration Counseling Service at (541) 399-8029 x 3 and leave a message.
Link to United We Dream (UWD) internet map link for reporting https://migramap.latinorebels.com/
UWD phone number for reporting 1-844-363-1423
UWD text address for reporting WATCHICE at 877877

Links for the Documents Included In This Packet
ACLU Spanish and English. Many of the ACLU fliers are available in multiple languages.
This is the link to the page where the PDF on this and other “Know Your Rights” topics can be found.
https://www.aclu.org/feature/know-your-rights-discrimination-against-immigrants-andmuslims?redirect=feature/know-your-rights-immigration#immigration.
ACLU Spanish. This is a link to the PDF https://www.aclu.org/files/kyr/MKG17-KYRPoliceImmigrationFBI-OnePager-Spanish-v01.pdf
ACLU English. This is a link to the PDF https://www.aclu.org/files/kyr/MKG17-KYRPoliceImmigrationFBI-OnePager-English-v01.pdf
IDP Spanish and English. Some of their material is available in multiple languages.
This is the link to the page where the poster and other “Know Your Rights Flyers and Posters” can be found.
http://www.immdefense.org/ice-home-and-community-arrests/.
Spanish. This is the link to the PDF. http://immdefense.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/home-raidposter-ESP2017.pdf
English. This is the link to the PDF. http://www.immdefense.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/home-raidposter-ENG-2017.pdf
NILC has content pages in Spanish and English separately.
Spanish. This is the link to the page where the PDF can be downloaded.
https://www.nilc.org/issues/immigration-enforcement/todos-tienen-derechos-basicos/
This is the link to the PDF. https://www.nilc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Rights-No-Matter-Who-IsPres-esp-2016-11-10.pdf
English. This is the link to the page where the PDF can be downloaded.
http://immigrationimpact.com/2016/11/10/know-rights-refresher-immigrants/
This is the link to the PDF. https://www.nilc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Rights-No-Matter-Who-IsPres-2016-11-10.pdf.
NEA / MALDEF
Spanish. This is the link to the PDF. http://www.maldef.org/assets/pdf/BullyingSpanish_MALDEF_NEA_on_Bullying_Schools.pdf
English. This is the link to the PDF. http://maldef.org/assets/pdf/21317_MALDEF_NEA_on_Bullying_Schools.pdf

Family Preparedness Plan
This information is drawn from several immigration assistance websites.
1. Find out about your immigration options. See information about Attorneys and Legal Consultation.
2. Review the “Know Your Rights” fliers. Discuss these with family members as appropriate.
3. Organize your documents
• Personal. Put these documents, or copies of them, in a folder in a secure place in your home. Make sure a
family member or other ally knows where to find them.
Include your passport, birth certificate, marriage certificate, children’s birth certificates, your ID (driver’s
license or other ID, information about medical conditions, contact information for a family member or ally
who should be contacted in case of emergency. Also include a copy of any financial or health care power
of attorney. IF POSSIBLE, photocopy the ID you carry with you and leave the copy with your personal
information. It is important for you family / advocates to have the correct name and numbers on your ID.
•

Information about children. Birth certificates, registration certificates, passports, school information,
contact information for doctor, information about any on-going medical treatment or medication, and a
copy of any affidavit or power of attorney for temporary care of a child (see below)

•

Immigration documents – your A-number if you have one, information from any past or pending
applications, and name and contact information for your attorney or advocate.

•

Criminal and civil court documents. Copy of disposition for any arrest, copy of decisions in civil cases,
contact information for any attorney involved.

4. Child care, in case a parent is not available.
• Make sure your children know who can pick them up from school, who cannot pick them up, and who will
care for them. Have your children memorize the phone number of the person who will be responsible.
• Decide how you want to provide for care for your children and complete (and notarize) any necessary
forms. There are three main options.
o
You can informally leave your children with someone you trust. However, in this case, the person will
have limited ability to make decisions for your child and the person will not have any legal authority
over your child.
o
You can sign a power of attorney or temporary child care. This does not affect your rights as the
parent – you still have custody and control of your child. It does allow the designated person to make
school and medical decisions for your child in your absence. You can specify what decisions you want
the designated person to be able to make. You can revoke the permission at any time.
o
There is option for legal custody or guardianship, but this is more complicated, and you should talk to
an attorney before deciding to do this.
• Regularly update emergency contact sheets and release forms at your children’s school, day care, after
school program, sport’s program, summer camp or other programs. Your children’s school may only
release your child to adults you designate. If you have a restraining order against anyone, make sure to
give a copy of it to the school.
• Make sure the people who will pick up and care for your children are up to date on the children’s schedules
and schools, day-care and extra-curricular locations.

•
•

Provide a list of contacts (school, medical, family) to the person who will provide emergency care for your
children.
Memorize phone numbers for your emergency child care providers and have your children memorize them
too.

5. Finances. How will your bills be paid? How will your family access money for expenses and / or for your legal
and other expenses?
•
If you have a trusted family member, including your own child (probably 16 years or older), you can put
that person on your bank account now. That person can access the account as needed.
•
Another option is to sign a power of attorney for finances. This can specify what the designated person
can do (pay bills, access funds, access records – as much or as little as is necessary). It can be revoked at
any time. This form will have to be notarized.
6. Medical. If you have on-going medical treatment or medication, you might want to sign a HIPPA release form so
a family member or ally can access your medical records. Under some circumstances, you might also want to sign a
power of attorney for health care. Talk with your doctor or immigration advocate or attorney about this option.
Power of Attorney forms can be found at: (If you need a full HIPPA form, ask your medical provider for a form)
Washington. Spanish and English are both available on the Washington Law Help website.
Temporary Parental Custody: Form and FAQ available at
http://www.washingtonlawhelp.org//resource/nonparental-custody-of-a-child-frequently-ask
Finance and Health Care. These include a line for HIPPA release:
http://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/files/C9D2EA3F-0350-D9AF-ACAE-BF37E9BC9FFA/attachments/392A5117D581-FCE9-5EF2-E382E46B92AC/9608en_power-of-attorney.pdf
Oregon. Information is available in both Spanish and English on the Oregon Law Help website.
Temporary Parental Custody http://oregonlawhelp.org/resource/temporary-power-ofattorney?ref=WapEj
Temporary parental custody forms are also available in a family preparedness form at
http://oregonlawhelp.org/resource/protect-your-family-family-preparedness?lang=EN (English)
http://oregonlawhelp.org/resource/protect-your-family-family-preparedness?lang=ES
(Spanish)
Financial and medical power of attorney forms are available at various sites, including
http://powerofattorney.com/oregon/

Preparing for an Arrest or Detention
This information is drawn from several immigration assistance website.
MEMORIZE the phone number for your attorney or advocate. MEMORIZE the phone number
for an emergency child care provider.
Provide your name exactly as it appears on the ID you carry. In order for your family and
advocates to find you, they must have exact spelling and format.
Provide the number of your ID – driver’s license or A-number or other.
Photocopy the ID if possible and leave it with your personal documents.
1. What to carry and not carry with you
At all times, carry with you the telephone number of an immigration lawyer, advocate, or nonprofit
immigration legal services provide you will call in an emergency. MEMORIZE this number as well.
CHECK with a local immigration advocate office for advice about local laws and requirements. In
general:
•
If you have a valid work permit or green card, carry it with you at all times. If you do not have one,
carry a municipal ID, state ID or driver’s license if it was issued in the United States. If you do not
have an ID card, carry a store card or a school ID, or any other form of ID that has your name and
photo.
•
Generally, do not carry any documentation about your country of origin. However, if you do not
have other ID, ask your local immigration advocate about carrying ID from your country of origin.
•
Do not carry any false identity documents or false immigration documents
•
At all times, carry a red card to exercise your right to remain silent in case you are stopped or
interrogated by ICE or by police officers.
2. If you are arrested or detained. Review the information in the Know Your Rights fliers.
• You will likely be moved from place to place during the first 24 – 48 hours. At every
move, request to be allowed to call an attorney. This should be permitted whether it is a
local or long distance call.
•

You most likely will not be permitted to keep money, cell phone, or any other possessions.

•

You may have to repeat your intention to stay silent, using your red card.

•

You may have to repeat your refusal to sign any documents until you’ve spoken with your
attorney.

•

Eventually you will arrive at a more stable situation and then you can be sure that you will be
able to make a phone call. Call your attorney.

•

Unless instructed by your attorney, DO NOT sign any documents. Wait until you have had
an opportunity to consult an attorney. ICE does not provide attorneys, so you will have
to find one while you are in detention. If you do not already have an attorney, it may
take several weeks before you are seen by an advocate or the local immigrant legal
services group.

•

There is a chance, unless you have a felony conviction or charge or other serious criminal
offence, that you will be released on bail from detention back to your community. This
could be to wait for a formal deportation date or a voluntary departure date, or any one
of a number of other reasons.

•

From a detention facility, you will be able to communicate with your family, to a limited
extent. For specific conditions at the Tacoma Northwest Detention Center, here is a link.
https://www.nwirp.org/resources/about-the-nw-detention-center

•

There are a lot of detention centers, and you might not end up in the one closest to your
community. Once your family knows where you are, they can get basic information about
the facility from here https://www.ice.gov/detention-facilities. Also use the use the
Immigration Advocates website.

•

https://www.immigrationadvocates.org/nonprofit/legaldirectory/ or the Administrative
Relief Resource Center search https://www.adminrelief.org/legalhelp/

•

Department of Homeland Security maintains a webpage that allows you to search for a
detainee by A-Number (Alien Registration Number) or name.

•

https://locator.ice.gov/odls/homePage.do If you need to search by name, you need exact
spelling and form, so it is best to be clear with your attorney, advocate, or family about how
your name is written on the ID you carry. Harry Valdobinos-Luna is different from Harry
Baldobinos-Luna and from Harry Valdobinos Luna (no hyphen).

Avoiding Immigration Fraud
Who Can Answer Your Immigration Questions?
• Private Attorneys - Call the American Immigration Lawyers Association at 1-800-954-0254
for a referral. http://www.aila.org/about/immigration-lawyer-search
• Attorneys or Accredited Representatives at Board of Immigration Appeals-Recognized NonProfit Organizations. A list of these organizations can be found at
www.adminrelief.org/legalhelp or at
https://www.immigrationadvocates.org/nonprofit/legaldirectory/

What you should know:
•
•
•

•

Notaries or Notary Publics are not attorneys and cannot give legal advice

You cannot apply for lawful permanent residency because you have been in the United States for a
long time unless you have lived here continuously since January 1, 1972
If you apply for employment authorization or lawful permanent residency when you do not qualify,
the Department of Homeland Security will start removal proceedings against you, which may result
in your removal from the United States
A lawful permanent resident may lose this status if he/she commits a crime or if he/she is outside
the United States for more than six months without advance permission from the Department of
Homeland Security

Do not hire anyone who:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Refuses to give you a written contract;
Charges you for blank immigration forms;
Promises you a good result because of their special contacts at Immigration;
Cannot show you a law license or accreditation documents;
Asks you to lie on a form or sign a blank document; or
Charges you to “get on a waiting list” or “put your application in line.”

•

If you suspect fraud, report it to the police, or contact the Federal Trade Commission to file a
complaint in English or Spanish at 877-FTC-HELP (877-382-4357).

How to Prevent Fraud
• Only go to an attorney or accredited representative if you have immigration questions
• Lawyers must have a license to practice law – ask to see their law license
• Accredited representatives have to be accredited and work for an agency recognized by the
Board of Immigration Appeals – ask to see their accreditation documents
• Never sign an application with false information
• Never sign a blank form
• Ask for copies of everything you sign
• Get a second opinion before filing any immigration application, especially if the advice
sounds too good to be true
If You Suspect Fraud:

If You Have a Complaint Against a Notary Public
•
•

In Washington, file a complaint at http://www.dol.wa.gov/business/notary/ncomplaint.html
In Oregon, for more information about complaints against notaries, go to
http://sos.oregon.gov/business/Pages/complaint-against-notary.aspx

If You’re Taken Into Immigration (Or "ICE")
Custody

•
•
•
•

You have the right to a lawyer, but the government will not provide
one. If you don’t have a lawyer, ask for a list of free or low-cost legal
services.
You have the right to contact your consulate or have an officer
inform the consulate of your arrest.
Tell the immigration officer you wish to remain silent. Do not
discuss your immigration status with anyone but your lawyer.
Do not sign anything, such as a voluntary departure or stipulated
removal, without talking to a lawyer. If you sign, you may be giving
up your opportunity to try to stay in the U.S.

your immigration number (“A” number) and give it to your
• Know
family. It will help them locate you.

If You Feel Your Rights Have Been Violated

•

Write down everything you remember, including officers’ badge
and patrol car numbers, which agency the officers were from, and
any other details. Get contact information for witnesses. If you’re
injured, seek medical attention immediately and take photographs
of your injuries.

a written complaint with the agency’s internal affairs division
• File
or civilian complaint board. In most cases, you can file a complaint
anonymously if you wish.

This information is not intended as legal advice.
Some state laws may vary. Separate rules apply at
checkpoints and when entering the U.S. (including
at airports). Updated Dec. 2016.
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ICE HOME ARRESTS

PROTECT YOUR RIGHTS

Hang this on your door to remember key rights and details if ICE enters your home!

What can I do if ICE officers are at my door?
Do I have to let ICE into my home?
You do not have to let ICE in unless they have a warrant signed by
a judge giving them authorization to enter to arrest someone at your
address. Ask them to slip the warrant under the door, before you open
it. ICE will most likely try to enter your home without a warrant and
needs consent from an adult to enter. Opening the door does not mean
that you consent.

“I do not want
to answer any
questions”
“I do not
consent to this.
Please leave the
house.”

“Please slip the
warrant under
the door”

If ICE agents are inside my home,
can I ask them to leave?

DO NOT LIE. DO NOT SHOW FALSE DOCUMENTS.
DO NOT RUN OR PHYSICALLY RESIST ARREST.

Say, “I do not want to answer any questions,” and ask agents to
leave their contact information.
If they enter without consent, say “I do not consent to this. Please
leave the house.”

Can ICE walk through all rooms and search
the home for specific people or items?
ICE is not supposed to search your home or belongings without your
consent if they do not have a judicial warrant. If they are inside and start
to search, say “I do not consent to this search. Please leave the
house.”

Keep saying this, especially if they search for, take or try to photograph
documents. They may not listen but it is important for you to exercise
this right and tell a lawyer later. It may help you or a loved one in the
future.
Do not give ICE passport or consular documents unless they have a
search warrant signed by a judge listing those items. ICE agents often ask
people to gather up their travel documents during an arrest. They are
only doing this to help the government try to deport you. Say, “I don’t
want to bring my documents” or “I don’t want to give anything
over.” DO NOT give them false or invalid documentation (e.g. fake
Social Security card or expired immigration visa).

“I do not consent
to this search.
Please leave the
house.”
“I don’t want
to bring my
documents”
“I don’t want
to give anything
over.”

What should I remember if ICE agents are inside my home?

Tell them right away if: *There are children or the elderly
present. *You are ill, on medication, nursing or pregnant. *You are
the primary caretaker for a loved one and need to arrange care.

What information is important to remember about ICE in your home?

It is important for you or a loved one to observe how ICE agents acted at your home and to
tell a lawyer. It may make a difference in the immigration case!
Please use the section on the back to take important notes after ICE leaves.
If your loved on has been arrested by ICE, you can initiate the emergency plan. To learn more details on your rights
with ICE visit immdefense.org/ice-arrests or email KYR@immdefense.org. To report an ICE raid in NYC, contact 212725-6422. To report raids outside of NY, contact United We Dream at 1-844-363-1423. Images & Content © 2017 IDP

What can I do if my loved one was arrested by ICE?

To locate your loved one: look online at locator.ice.gov or you can find a phone number for a particular facility at
www.ice.gov/detention-facilities.
To find out your loved one’s court date: call the Immigration Court at 800-898-7180. You will need their Alien number
(“case number” or “A#”), which is an 8- or 9-digit number that appears on all immigration documents. If they did not
have an A# before the arrest, they will be assigned one.
In some cases, your loved one may not be eligible to see an immigration judge (for example, if they returned without
permission from Immigration after being previously deported). If they are detained, eligible to see a judge and from
NYC, they may be able to get a free attorney through the New York Immigrant Family Unity Project (NYIFUP).

Family members can receive free legal advice for criminal-immigration cases from Immigrant
Defense Project’s helpline at 212-725-6422

Document what ICE agents did during their arrest below.Your loved one’s lawyer may
be able to use this information to support the immigration case.
AT THE DOOR:
Date: ________________ What time of day? _______________
How many officers? ________ Names: __________________________________________________
Did they have guns drawn or were they touching their weapons? ________________________________
How did their uniforms identify them? ___________________________________________________
Who did they say they were and why did they say they were there? ______________________________
Did agents speak only English, or did anyone speak to you in your native language? ___________________
What did ICE say to get in the home? In what language? ______________________________________
Did they say who they were looking for? _________________________________________________
If you live in a house, were ICE agents present at windows or in the back of the house? ________________
Did they use verbal/physical force (banging hard on the door, yelling threats; touching, pushing person) to
enter? How? ______________________________________________________________________
Who opened the door when they came in? Was the person16 years old or younger? If so, how old? _______
ONCE ICE WAS INSIDE THE HOME:
Did you verbally refuse consent to enter? I said: ___________________________________________
How did they react if anyone said they denied consent to enter? ________________________________
Did you verbally refuse consent to search? I said: ____________________________________________
How did they react if anyone said they denied consent to search? ________________________________
When did they tell you they were from immigration (before arrest, after arrest)? ____________________
Did they yell at anyone? ______________________________________________________________
Did they touch or draw weapons inside the home? If so, did they identify themselves as ICE beforehand? ___
Did they keep anyone from moving around freely? ___________________________________________
Did they enter bedrooms? Did they ask for permission first? ___________________________________
Did they look in closets or drawers? Did they ask for permission first? ___________________________
Did you tell them if there were kids in the house? What did they do? _____________________________
Did they handcuff anyone in front of children? ______________________________________________
Did you bring up concerns like the need for childcare or medical issues? I said: ______________________
How did they react? ________________________________________________________________
Did they take pictures of documents? If so, whose? How did they get the documents? ________________
Did they take fingerprints? If so, whose? __________________________________________________
To report an ICE raid in NYC, contact 212-725-6422 or KYR@immdefense.org © 2017 IDP
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KNOW YOUR RIGHTS

Everyone has certain basic rights,
no matter who is president
NOVEMBER 10, 2016
By now everyone knows that Donald Trump has been elected president of the United
States and will begin to serve his term in January 2017. No matter who is president,
everyone living in the U.S. has certain basic rights under the U.S. Constitution.
Undocumented immigrants have these rights, too. It is important that we all assert and
protect our basic rights.
If you find you have to deal with Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) or
other law enforcement officers at home, on the street, or anywhere else,
remember that you have the rights described in this factsheet. The
factsheet also provides suggestions for what you should do to assert your
rights.

 You have the right to remain silent. You may refuse to speak to
immigration officers.
 Don’t answer any questions. You may also say that you want to remain silent.
 Don’t say anything about where you
were born or how you entered the
U.S.

 Carry a know-your-rights card and
show it if an immigration officer stops
you.
 The card explains that you will
remain silent and that you wish to
speak with an attorney.

 Do not open your door.
 To be allowed to enter your home,
ICE must have a warrant signed by a
judge. Do not open your door unless
an ICE agent shows you a warrant.

LOS ANGELES (Headquarters)
3435 Wilshire Blvd. #108 – 62
Los Angeles, CA 90010
213 639-3900
213 639-3911 fax

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS!
If you are stopped by immigration or the police:
 Hand this card to the officer, and remain silent.
 The card explains that you are exercising your right
to refuse to answer any questions until you have
talked with a lawyer.

To: Immigration or Other Officer
Right now I am choosing to exercise my legal rights.
• I will remain silent, and I refuse to answer your
questions.
• If I am detained, I have the right to contact an attorney
immediately.
• I refuse to sign anything without advice from an
attorney.
Thank you.

WASHINGTON, DC
1121 14th Street, NW, Ste. 200
Washington, DC 20005
202 216-0261
202 216-0266 fax
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(They almost never have one.) If an ICE agent wants to show you a warrant, they
can hold it against a window or slide it under the door. To be valid, the warrant
must have your correct name and address on it.
 You do not need to open the door to talk with an ICE agent. Once you open the
door, it is much harder to refuse to answer questions.

 You have the right to speak to a lawyer.
 You can simply say, “I need to speak to my attorney.”
 You may have your lawyer with you if ICE or other law enforcement questions
you.

 Before you sign anything, talk to a lawyer.
 ICE may try to get you to sign away your right to see a lawyer or a judge. Be sure
you understand what a document actually says before you sign it.

 Always carry with you any valid immigration document you have.
 For example, if you have a valid work permit or green card, be sure to have it with
you in case you need to show it for identification purposes.
 Do not carry papers from another country with you, such as a foreign passport.
Such papers could be used against you in the deportation process.

 If you are worried ICE will arrest you, let the officer know if you have children.
 If you are the parent or primary caregiver of a U.S. citizen or permanent resident
who is under age 18, ICE may “exercise discretion” and let you go.
Because Donald Trump has made many anti-immigrant statements, ICE and other law
enforcement officers may think they can get away with violating your rights.
Sometimes ICE officers lie to people in order to get them to open their doors or sign
away their rights. If ICE detains you or you are concerned that they will conduct raids in
your area, this is what you can do:

 Create a safety plan.
 Memorize the phone number of a friend, family member, or attorney that you
can call if you are arrested.
 If you take care of children or other people, make a plan to have them taken care
of if you are detained.
 Keep important documents such as birth certificates and immigration documents
in a safe place where a friend or family member can access them if necessary.
 Make sure your loved ones know how to find you if you are detained by ICE. They
can use ICE’s online detainee locator (https://locator.ice.gov/odls/homePage.do)

Everyone Has Certain Basic Rights, No Matter Who Is President
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to find an adult who is in immigration custody. Or they can call the local ICE office
(https://www.ice.gov/contact/ero). Make sure they have your alien registration
number written down, if you have one.
 You can call the Executive Office for Immigration Review (EOIR) hotline number at
240-314-1500 or 1-800-898-7180 (toll-free) 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to get
information on your case’s status.

 Report and document raids and
arrests.
 If it is possible and safe for you to
do so, take photos and videos of
the raid or arrest. Also take notes
on what happened.
 Call United We Dream’s hotline
to report a raid: 1-844-363-1423.
 Send text messages to 877877.

 Find legal help.
 Nonprofit organizations that provide low-cost help can be found at
www.immigrationlawhelp.org.
 The immigration courts have a list of lawyers and organizations that provide free
legal services: www.justice.gov/eoir/list-pro-bono-legal-service-providers-map.
 At https://www.adminrelief.org there is a search engine into which you type a zip
code and then are given a list of all the legal services near you.
 You can search for an immigration lawyer using the American Immigration
Lawyers Association’s online directory, www.ailalawyer.com.
 The National Immigration Project of the National Lawyers Guild also has an online
find-a-lawyer tool: https://www.nationalimmigrationproject.org/find.html.

 Learn more about your rights.
 Read NILC’s tips on how to prepare for a raid—in English or Spanish.*
 Read resources and booklets in English and Spanish by the American Friends
Service Committee and Casa de Maryland:
https://www.afsc.org/category/topic/know-your-rights.

* ENGLISH www.nilc.org/get-involved/community-education-resources/know-your-rights/immraidsprep_2007-0227/ or SPANISH www.nilc.org/get-involved/community-education-resources/know-yourrights/preppararedadas_2007-03-27/.

Everyone Has Certain Basic Rights, No Matter Who Is President
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School Bullying and Harassment Based on Actual or Perceived
Race, Ethnicity, National Origin, or Immigration Status
FAQs for Students, Educators, and Social Service Providers
Every student – regardless of race, ethnicity, national origin, or immigration status – has the right to a free
public education from kindergarten through the twelfth grade, including the right to be free from bullying
or harassment that interferes with the right to an education. However, in the weeks following the presidential election, there have been hundreds of reported instances of harassment in schools, many of which have
been based on a student’s actual or perceived immigration status. Below are answers to common questions
on the rights of persons who experience bullying or harassment, and what can be done to address the problem. After reading through these FAQs, if you would like to reach out to MALDEF about an incident that is
not being addressed at your school, please email us at schoolbullying@maldef.org.
What should I do if a classmate bullies or harasses me because he or she believes I am undocumented, or members of my family are undocumented? You have the right to an education free from bullying
or harassment, regardless of you or your family’s national origin or immigration status. You should report
the incident to your teacher, a school administrator, or the school principal, using the tips described below.
I want to report an incident of bullying or harassment, what should I do? Try to document what happened when you report an incident of bullying or harassment to your teacher, school administrator, or
school principal. When possible, document the incident with photos, video, audio, or classmates’ written
statements – so long as it would not put you in further danger. When you report the incident, you can do
so in person, and if possible make note that you did. You or your family should keep copies of any letters,
emails, or written communication you send to the school and that the school sends you. Keep track of any
phone calls or in-person meetings with your school, and take notes if you can, of the date, time, and location
of the meeting and what was said.
What should I do if a classmate bullies or harasses me because I am Latino? Regardless of your race or
ethnicity, you have the right to an education free from bullying or harassment. The steps described above
can help you through documenting and reporting the incident to your teacher, a school administrator, or
the school principal.
What do I do if I am bullied or harassed by an adult at my school? The law protects you from being
harassed based on your race, ethnicity, national origin, or immigration status, even when the bullying or
harassment comes from a school employee or other adult. We recommend you follow the steps above to
document and report the incident. If the bullying or harassment issue is not resolved at your school site,
you can bring it to your district office. If the superintendent or other district administrators do not respond
satisfactorily, you may choose to voice your concerns at the next meeting of your school board, if you are
comfortable doing so. You should also reach out to MALDEF.

I work in a school with Latino and/or immigrant students. What do I do if I see a student being bullied or harassed because they are Latino or an immigrant? Sometimes students may be reluctant to report incidents of bullying or harassment. Regardless of whether the student reports an incident, it is against
the law for a student to be bullied or harassed based on their actual or perceived race, ethnicity, national
origin, or immigration status if that harassment affects the student’s right to an education. As an educator,
school administrator, or other school staff, if you see a student being targeted based on their race, immigration status, or national origin, it is critical that you take appropriate steps to stop and prevent further bullying,
and report the incident to the appropriate staff person. Be sure to follow up to ensure all proper steps have
been taken to fix and prevent the problem. The law protects you from being retaliated against for reporting.
If you do suffer retaliation, we recommend contacting your local NEA association and MALDEF.
I reported the incident to a school employee. My school has neither responded nor taken sufficient
action to stop the harassment or bullying, has punished me for speaking out, or I am afraid that my
school or classmates will target me for reporting the incident. What do I do now? The school is obligated to protect your right to an education. If the school fails to act appropriately, MALDEF is here to help.
If you feel that you have experienced bullying or harassment in your school, either from a student, teacher,
or school administrator, and you have tried to pursue a formal complaint or are afraid to report it, please
contact us at schoolbullying@maldef.org. Be sure to provide your contact information and as much detail
as you can about what occurred. If you documented the incident, please include that in your email. Your
communication will be confidential.

